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v -% UNITED STATES ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY
M g REGION 5
A S 77 WEST JACKSON BOULEVARD
241 prote CHICAGO, IL 60604-3590
REPLY TO THE ATTENTION OF
NOV 0 1 2018 WC-157

CERTIFIED MAIL AND ELECTRONIC MAIL. 7016 3560 0000 4829 7774
RETURN RECEIPT REQUESTED

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)

Subject: September 2018 Clean Water Act Compliance Inspection

Dear Mr

Enclosed. please find a copy of the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency ion Report for
the Clean Water Act (CWA) Compliance Evaluation Inspection (CEI) for eef, Inc in
Geneso, Illinois as conducted by the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency on September 6,
2018. The purpose of the CEI is to evaluate and document if Weber Beef, Inc is in compliance
with the applicable provisions of the CWA.

Should you find anything in the report with which you disagree, please provide a detailed
response within thirty (30) calendar days. Thank you for your time and assistance during the
inspection. At this time, EPA does not anticipate any further action related to this CEIL

If you have any questions, please contact Ben Atkinson of my staff, at (312) 353-8243 or
atkinson.ben(@epa.gov.

Sincerely,
s 4 ez
’ L e
/ 17( o
Ryan J. Bahr

Section 2 Chief,
Water Enforcement and Compliance
Assurance Branch

Enclosure

Cc: Todd Bennett, [EPA



CWA COMPLIANCE EVALUATION INSPECTION REPORT
U.S. ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION AGENCY, REGION 5

Purpose: Compliance Evaluation Inspection

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)

Facility:

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)

NPDES Permit Number: N/A Unpermitted Large Facility

Date of Inspection:

EPA Representatives:

State Representatives:

Facility Representatives:

September 6, 2018

Ben Atkinson, Agronomist 312-353-8243

Don Schwer. Enforcement Officer 312-353-8752

None

Report Date: October 17, 2018
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1. BACKGROUND

The purpose of this report is to describe, evaluate and documen%eef, Inc.’s
(Facility) compliance with the Clean Water Act (CWA) at its Geneseo, [llinois facility on
09/06/2018. This inspection was performed pursuant to Section 308(a) of the Federal
Water Pollution Control Act, as amended.

The Facility 1s a large un-permitted cattle Concentrated Animal F cedihg Operation
(CAFO). The Facility confines approximately 3,000 cattle.

Surface flow from the Facility would flow generally southeast to an unnamed tributary to
Big Slough Ditch. The unnamed tributary flows approximately 5.3 miles to Green River.
Green River then flows approximately 13 miles to Rock River, a Traditionally Navigable
Water.

A Livestock Facility Inspection was conducted the Itlinois Environmental Protection
Agency on January 26, 2017. That report is attached in Appendix C.

2. SITE INSPECTION

Table 1: Site Entry

Arrival Time: 9:00 AM
Temperature: 68°F
Precipitation: ' Light Rain
Presented credentials? Yes

g::;lqentlals presented to whom and at what To the Operator at 9:15 AM
EPA vehicle parked in approved location? Yes

Location where EPA vehicle was parked? Adjacent to office

Disposable boots worn? Yes

Other bio-security measures taken: Vehicle washed after inspection
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September 6, 2018

2.1 Records Review (The following Records Review tables reflect information
provided before the walk-through of the facility, unless otherwise noted.)

Table 2: Documents

Checklist(s) Used

RS CAFO Inspection Checklist

Facility Documents Reviewed:

Portion of NMP

be Confidential Business Information (CBI)?

If photographs or documents were taken, does the facility consider any to

No

Table 3: Facility Description

Type of Animal Number of Capacity Type of Confinement
Animals

Cattle Approximately | 3,700 Open Lot and total
3,000 confinement

Minimum Number of Animals in previous 5 years: | 1,500

Maximum Number of Animals in previous 5 years: | 4,000

Number of Animals that are stabled/confined 3,000

and/or fed/maintained for 45 days or more in

previous 12 months:

Amount of Ligquid Manure Generated per year: 10285780 Gallons

Amount of Solid Manure Generated per year: 3530 Tons

(Illinois Only) Name of Certified Livestock
Manager for facility:
(if 300 animal units or greater):

members)?

(Illinois Only) If 1000 < AU < 5000 is a general Yes
waste management plan waintained at the facility?

Does the facility have an NPDES Permit? No
SIC code: 0211
CAFO Designation/Defined Reason Number of animals
Do animals have direct access to WOUS? No
Are crops, vegetation, forage growth, or post No
harvest residues sustained in the normal growing

season over any portion of the lot or facility where
animals are kept?

How many employees (not counting family 3

Other facilities under common ownership (name and address):

Satellite facility north of main facility on north side of Illinois 92
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Manure Settling Pond

Manure Settling Pond VA

Under-Building Pit

D Manure Pit or Pond
D Feed LotArea

e National Hydrography Dataset
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wBeef
EPA Inspection September 6, 2018

All photos taken by Donald R. Schwer 11, Agricultural Engineer, U.S. EPA
Camera: Ricoh WG-4

09/06/2018 09:08

1: RIMG0370
Description: A facility sign was located at the satellite site along IL-92.

Location: Satellite site along [1.-92
Camera Direction: East
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2: RIMG0371
Description: The feedlot at the satellite site contained a concrete slatted floor. The manure pump
out location was located along the southern end of the feedlot.

Location: Southern end of the satellite feedlot.

Camera Direction; North

3: RIMGO0372

Description: The feedlot at the satellite site contained a concrete slatted floor. Concrete feed
troughs were located along the permeter of the feedlot.

Location: Southeast corner of satellite feedlot.

Camera Direction: Northwest

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)
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4: RIMGO0373
Description: A small amount of manure and feed was observed on the ground at the Northeast
end of the satellite feedlot outside the perimeter of feedlot. Stormwater drainage runs east along
a small barn. The manure and feed observed did not extend beyond the area of the photo. The
final disposition of the runoff of this area could not be verfied during the inspection because no
clear overland flow of water was apparent.

Location: Northeast end of the satellite feedlot.

Camera Direction: Southwest

/i

5: RIMG0374
Description: The runoff pathway along the north end of the small barn flows east.
Location: Northeast end of the satellite feedlot.

Camera Direction: East

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)
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: RIMGO375
Description: A pipe was located at the southwest end of a cattle pasture. The pipe was not
flowing during the inspection.

Location: Southwest end of cattle pasture.

Camera Direction: East

7: RIMGO0376 (e o
Description: Cattle feedlot on the north end of theef site. Runoff from the feedlot is
collected in the waste storage facility.

Location: North end of

[ =
Camera Direction: Sout

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)
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8: RIMG0377
Description: Cattle feedlot on the north end of the
collected in the waste storage facility.
Location: North end o Beef
Camera Direction: Southwest

eef site. Runoff from the feedlot is

9: RIMGO0378 .
Description: A solid manure stacking area was located at the north end of the

Runoff from the manur ing area is collect in the waste storage facility.
Location: North end of Beef

Camera Direction: Sout

Beef site.

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)
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10: RIMGO0379

Description: A pump station “gate™ was lo he east end of the central feedlots.
Location: East end of the central feedlots a eef.

Camera Direction: West

F2018<210: 12

11: RIMGO0380

Description: A pump station “gate” was located at the east end of the central feedlots.
Location: East end of the central feedlots

Camera Direction: West

11Date/Time: September 6, 2018
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12: RIMGO0381
iption: A solids settling pond was located along a farm drive at the southern end of the
eef site. The solids setlling pond is piped to the south under the farm drive and flows
into a small ditch that is sloped to the west. The ditch flows to the large waste storage facility.
Location: South end of eef site.

Camera Direction: East RS
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13: RIMG0382
Description: The solids setlling pond is piped to the south under the farm drive and flows into a
small ditch that is sloped to the west. The ditch flows to the large waste storage facility.
Location: South end off |Beef site.

Camera Direction: East

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)
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14: RIMG0383
Description: The solids setlling pond is piped to the south under the farm drive and flows into a
small ditch that is sloped to the west. The ditch flows to the large waste storage facility.
Location: South end of eef site.

Camera Direction: Wes

089 7

15: RIMGO0384
Description: A large ditch forms and the flow continues west until is bends and continues south
to the large waste storage facility.

Camera Direction: East

Page 8 Beef
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16: RIMGO0385
Description: The flow continues into a large ponded area and continues south to the large waste
storage facility.

Location: South end o
Camera Direction: Sou

Beef site.

17: RIMGO0386
Description: The flow continues into a large ponded area and continues south to the large waste
storage facility.

Location: South end ofﬁBeef site.

Camera Direction: North

Ex

eef
September 6, 2018
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18: RIMGO0387
Description: The large waste storage facility was located at the south end of theﬂieef site.
The inspectors did not an operational level marker in the large waste storage racility.
Location: South end of eef site.

Camera Direction: Sout

19: RIMGO0388
Description: A tractor driven manure pump was located at the east end of the large waste storage
facility. E
Location: East end of the large waste storage facility at the
Camera Direction: Northwest

Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)

eef
September 6, 2018
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20: RIMGO0389

Description: A pump was located on the west end of the northwest waste storage facility.
Location: West end of the northwest waste storage facility

Camera Direction: East

21: RIMGO0390

Description: A dead cow was observed at the east end of the barn the was south of the northwest
waste storage facility.

Location: East end of the barn the was south of the northwest waste storage facility.
Camera Direction: South

Page 11 ﬂeef
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22: RIMGO0391

Description: The solid manure holding area is sloped to t
Location: Solid manure holding area at north end of the eef site.
Camera Direction: Northeast

23: RIMG0392
Description: A solids settling pond was located at the northeast end of the northwest waste
storage facility. The solids settling pond connects to the northwest waste storage facility via an
overflow ditch on the northwest end of the solids settling pond.

Location: Northeast end of the northwest waste storage facility

Camera Direction; West

Page 12
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24: RIMG0393
Description: A number of large trees were established along the northwest end of the northwest

waste storage facility.
Location: northwest end of the northwest waste storage facility.
Camera Direction: Northeast

Ex. 8 (Personal Privacy)
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lllinois Environmental Protection Agency

Bureau of Water = 1021 North Grand Avenue East ® P.O. Box 19276 ¢ Springfield © Ilinois © 62794-8276

Livestock Facility Inspection Checklist
GENERAL INFORMATION Tesnw e e R

Searr:h by DBOW D [:}Facuilty Name |

BOW ID Number WO738140002

cility Inféﬁnation

éFacility Name: Wef. Inc.

‘Type of Facility: CAFO Large (Concentrated Feeding Opera Inspection Type: CEl- Evaluation

14 - = Ex. 6 (Personal Dnvacyl
B e X 6 (Personal Privacy) Sl = 6 (Personal Privacy) State: iL Zi

fRegion: Region 3 - Peoria County:Henry Section: 17 Range: 4-E

;Township 18-N Political Township: L oraine

iinspection Information

EDate: 01/26/2017 Arrival: 12:00 PM  Departure: 2:40 PM Inspecior: Todd Bennett
Temp: Precipitation in past Yes [ 1No Type:Rain Supervisor.Jim Miles
| — 24 hrs? Ex. 5 (Deliberative Process) e T

?Latitude {Decimal N 00.000

| GPS Measured Accompanied By (if appiicable |k i)

‘Owner information Same as Facility [ ] Ex. 5 (Deliberative Process) {
e Cell: <4

Owner Address: [ R o Deseatve EOcesI State:]L.  Zip:61254

Contacted? Yes [ ] No

. Owner Name: Beel, Inc. Phond

Operator Information = Same as Facility (/]

| Operator Name: ; Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)glelitx Cell: & o
. Ex. 5 (Deliberative Process) RO
gOperator Adfiress: ity B State: IL Zip: 61254

Contacted? [7] Yes [] Ne

1 Has an NPDES Permtt been :ssued'7 [JYes [/INo

Does the facmty have a Fac:l:ty Nutrient Management Plan (NMP)?

1 “How many TOTAL acres are avallable for Iand apphcatlon unoer NMP" o m_3,,9(_}_0_ ” acres -

2 How many acres are READILY available for land application at the time of inspection? _ acres

3 NMP estimated annual quantities of liquid waste 24,600,000 gallons

4 NMP estimated annual quaniities of solid waste 500 ions ,
5 Does the facility have a contractor perform land appiication? [iYes ¥iNo |
6 What type of iand applrcatmn equ:pment is S aval i bie to the facmty’? ( use ciri-cizck to _,e!ect mult!ple ilems) -

Fage 1 0f 6






















































Inspection Narrative

i o ~ Ex. 6 (Personal Privacy)
Facility Name: eef, Inc.

BOW ID: W0738140002
IEPA Inspector: Todd A. Bennett. FOS-Peoria
Inspection Date: January 26, 2017

Prior to my arrival ﬁ:‘,ef, Inc., I observed the conditions of surface waters upstream and
downstream of the facilily. An unnamed tributary 1o Big Slough Ditch (Stream Code PBG) runs
along the eastern part of the facilbity’s property; the distance to the stream from the facility’s
production area ranges from 1.500 to 3.000 feet. The stream at the upstream location. at its
crossing of Illlinois Route 92. was approximately 6 inches deep. clear. and flowing at
approximately 1 foot per second. I observed no live or dead {ish and no unusual odor. The
stream temperature was 3.6 degrees Celsius, and the dissolved oxvgen concentration was 10.4
milligrams per liter. The stream at the downstream location, just off Road approximately
1,900 feet south of the production area. was approximately 1 foot deep, moderately turbid, and
flowing at approximately 3 mches per second. There is a short fall from a culvert that produced
some foam. The turbidity was likely due to mixing as a result of the fall and the depth of the
water. 1 observed no live or dead fish and no unusual odor. The stream temperature was 3.9
degrees Celsius, and the dissolved oxygen concentration was 10.8 milligrams per liter.

While I was making the stream observations. at approximately 11:35 AM, I observed land
application activity in the field directly east of the facility’s production area. A worker was
applyving solid livestock waste to the field surface via a manure spreader. The field surface was
not frozen, 1ce-covered, or snow-covered. The soil in this part of Henry County has a high sand
content and, therefore, a high permeabilitv. The entire field is in a depression and does not
require ditch drainage. There appeared to be no risk to area surface waters {rom this application
of livestock waste.

At 12:00 PM. I met We decided to conduct the inspection of the
facilny first; drove us through the facility, stopping to make observations and take

pictures as necessary.

The Feed Bunk is located at the northeast part of the facility. It consists of a concrete pad and
conerete walls and partiions.  All of the stockpiled matenials, except the hay and corn stalks, are
uncovered, mcluding ghuten, dred distiller’s grain with solubles (“DDGS”™). com silage, and a
fermented byproduct from the Tyson Fresh Meats, Inc. plant in Joslin Tllinois. Facility
employees scrape the Feed Bunk daily with a skid-steer equipped with a “squeegee™ scraper
mechanism that [ constructed. There was a thin layer of feed material on the concrete
surface of the pad and some small pools of leachate, but 1 observed no leachate flow from the
Feed Bunk during the mspection.

All of the open lots and confinement pens drain livestock waste to various settling and storage
ponds around the facility or to a sump and lift station. which directs the livestock waste to the

Ex. 6 (Personal Privac

above ground storage tank. According to observations during the inspection. eef, Inc.




appears to provide adequate collection and storage of livestock wastes at the facility. 1 did not
ohserve any overflows of livestock waste and no indication of an active dxscharcre Of pollmamq
1o waters of the United States. Due to the sandy conditions of the area soils, |l
penochcalh adds fresh water to the storage ponds in order to provide a sufficient qupplv of
_irrigation water throughout the summer. Fach storage pond has a devoted pump, which allows
-Bee-f, Inc. to transfer liquid livestock waste between the storage ponds and the above
ground storage tank as necessary.

EX. 6 (Personal Privacy)
At the time of the inspe-clioneef, Inc. also leased two small lots, the Woodrum Lot and
the Mosher Lot. which are both north of Illincis Route 92. The Woodrum Lot confines up to 299
beef cattle, and the Mosher Lot confines up to 80 beef cattle. Because these two facilities are
under different ownership, they are not included as part of the same animal feeding cperation as

the ENRESCcr, Inc. facility.

Afler the inspection of the facility, we returned to the office, and I reviewed the current Nutrient
Management Plan (“NMP”) and associated records. Maurer-Stutz, Inc. prepared the NMP and
was working on a revision of it to account for upcoming changes to the structure of the family
business. 1 askecii N to provide me a summary of all of the confinement_spaces_an
capacities for the eatire facility; he did so via e-mail on April 27, 2017, I provided
copy of Subtitle E of Title 35 of the Illinois Adnuntstrative Code (“Subtitle E™), which contains
the regulations for agricultural-related pollution, and summarized the list of requirements for
unpermitted Large CAFO facilities i Section 302.510(b). I encouraged him to contact Maurer-
Stutz to ensure that they incorporate all of the applicable items in this section into the revision of
the NMP,

Ex. S (Dediberative Pros

A»cording to my observations during the inspection, Reef, Inc. appears to operate the
facility in accordance with all applicable requirements of Subtitle E. T observed no indication of

an active discharge of livestock waste to waters of the United States. Beef, Inc. appears
10 have no duty to apply for NPDES permit coverage at this time.





